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Council Offices, Dungeon Brow, Market Street, Hayfield, High Peak, SK22 2EP
Tel. 01663 744550.  Email: clerk@hayfield-pc.gov.uk

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE HAYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Wednesday 6th August 2025 at 7:15pm in The Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs D.Gouldthorpe (In the Chair), D.Cantor, S.Nyland, & W.Mellor.

Also in Attendance: H.Mason Clerk, A.Clarke DCC and 5 Members of the Public.

0825/01 To receive apologies for absence: Cllr Toft, Bevins and Lawson.

0825/02 Variations of order of business: Nil.

0825/03 Declaration of members' interests: Nil.

0825/04 To receive and, if appropriate, approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: Nil.

0825/05 To determine which Agenda items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded: Nil.

0825/06 Public Speaking – (10 minutes max)
A). A.Clarke (DCC):  
DCC has launched its consultation regarding the make up of the new unitary authority, all the options put High Peak in Northern Council. Should you have strong opinions regarding whether Amber Valley goes into the North, or South Council, or is split between the two the consultation remains open until the 10th August. The Pedestrians in the Road sign which was an issue looked at collaboratively with the Parish Council has seen a sign installed near the doctors. Permission has been granted by DCC structures engineers for the installation of the Underpass Mural which has been a community wide collaboration and is planned to be installed next week. This will hopefully help draw visitors from the carpark and into the village. DCC have acknowledged receipt of the proposal from Coalition of Community Groups hoping to reopen the Old Visitors Centre, which would be ideal to help highlight local amenities, visitor attractions and local businesses. Large rock bags were placed along the 10-metre stretch of Primrose Lane, Little Hayfield by the river, last winter to try and reduce any further scouring damage from storms. Repair works are planned for this month to secure the retaining wall, which forms part of the road’s foundations. The handrails on the little bridge at the side of Clough Mill is planned for repair at the same time.
I am pleased to be able to say that the Bus Timetable display case and timetable for the stop opposite the Lantern Pike, which was requested by a number of residents is now in place.

Gill Scott (HPBC): 
I have sent Hannah details of the High Peak Borough Council's emerging new Local Plan, and how this will be affected by new housing targets from Government. I look forward to meeting with the Planning Working Group. Matters of Planning and Licensing have formed the bulk of my casework this month, significantly regarding the Royal Hotel. The HPBC Conservation Officer has completed a site visit and will be writing to the owners about the ingress of water into the property, reminding them of their responsibilities regarding this, and the powers the Local Authority have if they do not comply. Following the request of several residents for a clear map showing all High Peak bus routes, the company have responded by designing a new map, which is on display in the bus station.  We have delivered paper copies to the New Mills Volunteer Centre and are looking to deliver more across the area. The Walking Bus finished on a high at the end of the school year with a big assembly, awarding milestone wristbands to children (three have completed 30kms!) and certificates to all children who gave been on the bus. There were 47 in all - which is 25% of all children in the school! We also received a couple of beautifully designed cards from children to say "Thank you" for running the Walking Bus. What a wonderful way to sign off the school year!

B). Member of the public One – Has lived in in the village for 25 years and thinks the village is looking scruffy and paths and short cuts are very overgrown, especially coming out of the Sportsman, the brambles were so overgrown it was hard to walk through. Acknowledged the contractors working for the council are amazing but maybe the council could hire someone part time during the summer to help keep the village looking tidy. We need to build up the number of visitors coming to the village and asked what are the Parish Council doing to encourage visitors? ‘Let’s Go Peak District’ and ‘Visit Derbyshire’ online websites are a great tourist access to view areas within the area but Hayfield does not appear on these websites, changing this would encourage more visitors.

Member of the public Two – The village is looking scruffy, including the road sweeping which was viewed to go over the bridge, past the café and butchers and probably only spent 5 minutes within the village sweeping. Could we get New Mills’ village cleaner to come do a village sweep to help give the whole area a clean. We need to be getting more visitors in to the village. At the car park by the bus station to disabled parking spots are split in to two areas one at the top of the car park, the other at the bottom, this does not seem to make sense. EV charging points would be a huge asset to the village and as currently there Is nowhere local to charge your vehicle, and this can be done at the cost of the company who do the works.

Member of the public Three – As a former member of the council and a member of Save The Royal, The Tresspass group and other community groups and have lived in the village for 35 years. Has visited lots of areas around the country and has been through a lot of areas with 20mph speed limits but has never seen somewhere that needs a 20mph speed limit as much as Hayfield does, Church Street especially. Hayfield is an unusual village as everyone has to exit via Church Street. Speed has increased in last few years and since the new yellow double lines have been put down. Site lines have improved but those who are confident barely slow down and swoop down and up the road because that top end of the street is effectively single file. Locals are the issue as they know the potential of what could happen if someone is coming up or down in the busiest area. Keep pressure on to get speed machine to get facts on what is happening.

C). Nil.

0825/07 Minutes of previous meetings
a. The minutes of the Council Meeting of Wednesday 2nd July 2025 were approved.
b. The minutes of the Finance Committee of Wednesday 2nd July 2025 were noted.

0825/08 Chair’s announcements: 
First, I must report that Councillor Karen Dalkin has resigned from the Council. Karen has been with us a short period of time but made a valuable contribution challenging some group think around some topics which we have debated. Karen initiated the project to complete the renovation of our collection of Phone Boxes, which is now underway and will be completed in the next few weeks. We now have three vacancies.  In order to operate effectively and ensure the Parish is adequately represented I would like to see these vacancies filled in the next month. Hannah and I attended the latest Parish Forum.  The proposals for the structure of the new Unitary Authorities are being finalised and will be put to the relevant Government Minister later in the year. The Leader of HPBC and Council Officers are meeting with small groups of Parish Representatives to start to evaluate and propose a structure for the transition to the new operating model.  The group which includes Hayfield will meet in Chinley on August 18th. In preparation for our OSF renovation project the Council approved a tree survey, which will form the basis of the ongoing management plan.  This was completed on the 28th July.  We received an immediate notification that one of the trees observed needed attention.  The tree is on the embankment at the side of the A628.  Hannah in turn reported this to DCC as it is on their land.  By Monday of this week there was no indication that the issue was being addressed.  As there was a large social event planned for the OSF today a decision was made to close the path at this point, fence off the area and put up warning notices.  This closure will stay in place until the work is completed by DCC.

0825/09 Clerk’s Report: 
Thank you to Karen Dalkin for her time on the council and for everything she did as a councillor for the village. I wish her all the best and thank her for all her support, it has been a pleasure to work alongside Karen. We have received some emails from Parishioners this month I would like to share with the council:
Skate Park needs a refresh and refurb - We do not have any budget for this this year, but it can be looked in to for the following financial year.
OSF Orchard area is messy - Team have strimmed this area on Monday and cleared the field and decluttered the storage unit area.
Birch Vale resident feels Birch Vale is neglected - The Birch Vale notice board has been removed as the glass window panes were broken and the whole notice board was rotting and needed complete removal. Birch Vale is an area the council can look in to.
Ants nest in the sand pit reported - Spoke with the team regarding this and they’ve advised It’s best to just avoid them as pesticides are not a good idea around children. We can mark the area that they are and spray natural oil that can discourage them and that are not harmful to humans. Other than that, if we use pesticide we will have to close the play pit for an extended time. In other news the Tennis Court latch has been broken off and the new padlock we purchased stolen from the court. The court has now been locked back up with a chain and new padlock and key given to the post office. Chris will make a new latch for us to use on the gate that will be harder to remove and damage. As David mentioned we had a tree survey done last Monday, during this a DCC owned tree was flagged as high risk. I contacted DCC and Highways immediately to report the tree. Yesterday DCC workers did do a site visit of the tree and spoke with Graham and accepted responsibility and said they would report back and back up the urgency of removing the tree. We have erected barriers all around the tree and the area of the grass in which the tree would fall on to if it fell. These barriers will stay up until the tree has been dealt with by DCC to ensure safety.
Unfortunately, whilst erecting these barriers one of our contractors was verbally abused by a member of the public. I would like to reiterate that the council have a 0-tolerance mentality towards any verbal abuse, threats, etc to its staff members and contractors under any circumstance. Our team work tirelessly to make our village beautiful, welcoming and safe and do not deserve to be abused when working. On a more positive note - Thank you to Hayfield Tresspass Group for donating a cover bag to us for our blue noticeboards.

0825/10 Planning.
a. In regard to Planning Application HPK/2025/2054 it was resolved to make no comment.
b. In regard to Planning Application NP/HPK/0825/0770 it was resolved to make no comment.

0825/11 Hayfield Christmas Light Switch On 2025.
1. It was approved to hold the Hayfield Parish Council Christmas Light Switch On on Friday 6th December 2025.
2. It was approved Cllr L.Bevins would be the event lead.
3. It was approved for the Clerk to apply for the road closure required for the event.

0825/12 Hayfield Bonfire Night 2025.
1. It was approved to hold the Hayfield Parish Council Bonfire Night on Friday 7th November 2025.
2. It was approved Cllr D.Gouldthorpe would be the event lead.
3. It was approved to allow the Clerk to purchase fireworks up to £1,000.00 with agreement that silent / low noise fireworks would be looked in to, to compare pricing.

0825/13 Proposal from Little Hayfield Advisory Group to do works to slide steps in The Clough – This was resolved to defer this agenda item to the September meeting and for the Clerk to presents a bank balance prediction of 31st March 2026 to determine if the council have the financial ability to do the work within this financial year. 

0825/14 To Review the Tree Report done on the Oak Tree within The Clough, Little Hayfield – It was resolved that the council would not move forward with the request to cut the oak tree within Little hayfield The Clough Playground.

0825/15 Traffic & Prow Group - To approve Church Street Traffic Sign Location and discuss Speed Monitoring Report for Market Street – It was approved for the Clerk to approve DCC’s recommendations of road sign placing on Church Street and to request a speed monitor be placed on Market Street.

0825/16 Old School Field Storage Container Update and to approve delegation to the Clerk the responsibility of organising the removal of the current storage container – The clerk gave an update that the storage unit has been approved for purchase in the Finance Meeting earlier and once the payment has gone through, the company gives a 6-week delivery period. A more precise delivery time will be given closer to the date. Clerk and Contractors will now be working on ensuring the Old School Field hardstanding is prepared for the unit to be delivered and have a base laid for placement.
It was approved to grant the Clerk the delegation of removing the current storage unit given that the removal will not cost the council.

0825/17 To Review Applications for Hayfield Parish Councillor Vacancy - It was agreed to accept the application to Hayfield parish Council Town Ward Councillor Vacancy and for the Clerk to arrange a meeting with the Chair of the council to meet and sign all legal documentation.

0825/18 Group Reports: To receive reports from:
a) Hayfield Climate Advisory Group – Nil.
b) Little Hayfield Advisory Group – LHAG are a very active group who are working hard, and have painted and refurbished their telephone box which is used as a navigation point by people visiting the area and The Lantern Pike Inn and it looks wonderful. The group are looking in to funding grants to purchase some gardening tools to allow a working group to help maintain The Clough.
c) Communication Group – The group have been active in getting posters out for councillor vacancies around the village and would like to thank everyone who agreed to place one of our posters within their establishment. They have also looked in to when is the best time to post on social media to enhance engagement. We now have 20 odd people who have signed up for our emails, we will keep posting the link regularly to the Facebook Page to get more people on board and regroup when we hit 50 people to begin using the system to email residents. Talks have been had about having a meet and greet time when people can come speak to councillors, who may be interested in becoming councillors or just have any comments or questions.

0825/19 Reports from outside bodies: To receive reports from:
a. Hayfield Allotments Society – The allotments have had a heavy turn over of allotments and new comers recently and now have around five names on the waiting list. The society are now advertising for people to join the waiting list. Annual inspection has been done and winner will be getting free rent. They are also very happy with new access road which has been done.
b. Hayfield Educational Charity – Nothing new to add after the group were able to gain access to the money and donated the money to the school.
c. Hayfield Football & Community Sports Club – There are still struggles with the proceedings of building the club house at the football pitch. They will be trying to utilise the field by putting in temporary porta-loos in the area so the pitch has facilities to make it usable whilst they are still struggling with the club house.
d. The Village Hall – Nil.
e. Quarry Liaison Group – Nil.
f. Community Orchard Project – With the resignation of Cllr K.Dalkin, we now do not have any councillors representing this group.
g. Tourism & Commerce Advisory Group – Nil.
h. Traffic Management & PROW – Nil.

0825/20 Finance & Accounts For Payment – The August 2025 Finance Report and payments made at the June 2025 Finance Committee were noted.

0825/21 The date of the next meeting was confirmed to be held on Wednesday 3rd September2025.

END TIME: 20:15.
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