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Council Offices, Dungeon Brow, Market Street, Hayfield, High Peak, SK22 2EP
Tel. 01663 744550.  Email: clerk@hayfield-pc.gov.uk

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE HAYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Wednesday 3rd September 2025 at 7:15pm in The Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs D.Gouldthorpe (In the Chair), D.Cantor, E.Lawson, L.Bevins, W.Mellor, T.Vaughan.

Also in Attendance: H.Mason (HPC Clerk), A.Clarke (DCC ), G.Scott (HPBC), 1 x member of public.

0925/01 To receive apologies for absence: Cllr Toft & S.Nyland.

0925/02 Variations of order of business: Nil.

0925/03 Declaration of members' interests: Nil.

0925/04 To receive and, if appropriate, approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: Nil.

0925/05 To determine which Agenda items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded: Nil.

0925/06 Public Speaking – (10 minutes max)
A). A.Clarke (DCC): DCC has announced that they are closing further Adult Ed Centres across Derbyshire, as there was no consultation or impact assessment opposition groups are considering calling in this decision.
The Community Groups bid for the Ranger Centre has been presented and the groups are now awaiting an update.
I have sent photos of the underpass to DCC and asked if it could be re-painted and have requested that the engineer undertake a site visit to view the condition himself. I understand that a quote was obtained for steam cleaning but not painting and no decision has been made as yet. 
Much of my time over the last month has been spent on negotiations with Network Rail and Highways regarding improvements to Station Road near Central Station in New Mills and am pleased that after taking the section back to cobbles a smoother base and then ‘wear’ surface has been installed on the road. The final top layer to the road will be added after Network Rail have completed their work on the nearby embankment. This will make access to the station, the disabled entrance to the Millennium Walkway and Mousley Bottom Nature Reserve much easier.

Gill Scott (HPBC): The discussions within the Council, and with other North Derbyshire councils, around Local Government Reorganisation are presently focussed on budgetary matters, particularly looking at computer systems for departments such as Finance, Housing and Project Management.  High Peak Borough Council is also working on how the split between ourselves and Staffordshire Moorlands will be managed. Decision time in November doesn't feel very far away.
HPBC is currently running a Call for Sites exercise, which is mainly focussed on allocation of land for building homes. Parish Councils will be part of this discussion. Other groups and organisations are able to take part in this, and some are already in communication with the Council over allocation of sites as land protected for nature.
The main HPBC backed project in the Parish last month was the installation of the Underpass Mural. This was funded by an Arts and Culture grant of over £4,000 from the council. Derbyshire County Council gave permission for the installation to go ahead, and the Civic Trust generously donated money to the project, as well as sourcing old photos with groups of residents. The Hayfield Artists gave the artwork for free, and New Mills School Art Club worked with Sue McCall during an after-school project. As you know, there was a thorough public engagement exercise at Hayfield Library, the finished result is a triumph, and huge credit must go to Sue McCall who masterminded this and project-managed it at every stage.  The reaction in the Parish has been overwhelmingly positive, and the Underpass has been kept much tidier since the Mural was installed! We are looking forward to seeing the signs funded by the Parish Council and to working with Sue to advertise it more widely. There has already been an article in the Buxton Advertiser. 
Finally, the abandoned car in the Sett Valley car park is causing concern. I have reported it to the Safer Neighbourhood Team, the Countryside Rangers and High Peak Borough Council. As it is not taxed, HPBC will be dealing with it. 

B). Nil.

C). Nil.

0925/07 Minutes of previous meetings
a. The minutes of the Council Meeting of Wednesday 6th August 2025 were approved.
b. The minutes of the Finance Committee of Wednesday 6th August 2025 were noted.

0925/08 Chair’s announcements: First, I will start with the Valley Road Park - In the last month we have had two medical incidents that resulted in the casualties  having to attend hospital.  The first was an adult male who crashed out on the bike track.  He was not wearing head protection and suffered a head injury.  There was some confusion as to the location of the casualty with both fire and ambulance services taking some time reach the casualty.  An ambulance crew eventually accessed the casualty via the cricket pitch, and he was taken out by the same route. The second incident, only two days later, involved a youngster who fell off his bike whilst riding on the path.  He was wearing head protection but managed to seriously cut his face.  Even though the parents are resident in the village they had difficulty explaining the location to the ambulance control centre who could not locate the park on their control system.  Amid the panic the father went to the KMRT premises and by chance it was their practice night.  Their medic attended the scene and assessed the patient.  Once the blood was cleared up it was decided that the family would convey the child to A&E. In order to help with any emergencies in the near future I worked with Hannah to create some temporary signs detailing the post code for the access track off valley road and linked that to the What Three Words identifier.  We need to include such information on our permanent signage.

The latch and lock had been stolen from the tennis court.  A new latch mechanism has been fitted, and the new lock is now welded to a chain which is secured to the door. The basketball hoop stand has been relocated to eliminate the problem of balls being sent into the locked tennis court.  A new hoop was fitted as the previous one had been damaged.  Only days after being fitted the new hoop has been vandalised. A large amount of garden waste has been dumped on the land close to the perimeter wall of the Valley Road houses.  I hope whoever has done this clears it up and disposes of it correctly.  The Council has invested heavily in the park only to see people using it as a rubbish tip. There are indications that there may be people who are underage consuming alcohol in the skate park area.  This is substantiated by smashed spirit bottles which have had to be cleaned up.  
Kinder Road - An act of vandalism has been perpetrated by someone who does not appear like the errant people who park their cars beyond the Bowden Bridge carpark.  Large stones have been removed from the stone wall and an attempt made to create a barrier at the side of the road beyond the carpark to prevent parking.  In doing so they have created a hazard as the stones are only inches from the edge of the road.

0925/09 Clerk’s Report: Work is well under way at the OSF for the delivery of the new storage container. Budget / Precept Prep - Although only half way through the year, I am looking forward to the budget and precept request for next year. I would like to invite councillors to email me with any project proposals / work proposals etc they wish to have full council review for next year by the October Meeting, as I would like for October’s meeting to include all project proposals for a decision, to then have Decembers meeting have all budget / precept information finalised and confirmed ready to be sent to HPBC by the start of February. Remembrance Day - I have applied for the road closure for remembrance day on before of the Royal British legion. Christmas Light Switch On - The road closure has been applied for and I have contacted several tree surgeons to request quotes for trimming the Christmas tree, all businesses agreed they would quote, I have not heard from any since and have sent chaser emails today to chase quotes, to hopefully bring to council in October. Volunteer Work - A huge thank you to the group of volunteers who have been doing so much around the village including cleaning parts of Church St, Market St, Bank St, Walk Mill Rd, Valley Rd and Vicarage Lane, washed down and cleaned the metal bridge in the park, cleared weeds from all around The Royal Hotel, and other areas, painted benches, and cleaned up around the underpass – it truly is wonderful to see members of the village doing this but I have also reported works to HPBC and DCC regarding works that are required. OSF Tree - We have a high-risk tree for falling within OSF, this has been reported to DCC at the beginning of August as it is within their land, I am in continuous chasing as the tree has still not been dealt with. Robert Eyre of DCC has been in touch last around mid-August to say he will give me a date of works, but I have yet to be given any further clarification. We have erected barriers around the tree and tree fall area to ensure safety to anyone accessing the field but unfortunately the barriers are being physically removed, altered by people. Inter-agency Meeting – An inter-agency meeting has had this week with PCSO Robert Nicklin where we were able to discuss the concerns over Valley Road Playground and other areas of the village.

0925/10 Planning.
a. In regard to Planning Application NP/HPK/0825/0799 Highgate Head Farm, it was resolved to make the comment ‘no objection’.

0925/11 To Review the Financial Regulations – It was resolved to approve the document.

0925/12 Hayfield Parish Council Bonfire Night – D.Gouldthorpe (Event Lead) gave an update on the research he has done regarding silent / quiet fireworks – the company the council have previously ordered fireworks from do have an options to select different volumes / noise levels of fireworks and this is something that will be considered when purchasing.

0925/13 To Review the Ongoing Issue of Residential Bins on Public Pavements within the Centre of the Village – The Clerk gave an update that she had received correspondence from HPBC regarding the bins within the centre of the village, HPBC said they would attach letters to each bin to request the bins be removed from streets. Clerk to keep an eye on how this develops and keep HPBC updated on if the issue is rectified by the letters or if further action is required.

0925/14 Proposal for Local Parish Councils to Meet to Discuss and Review the Ongoing Local Government Reorganisation – D.Cantor gave a report regarding the meeting attended in Chinley of the Local Government Reorganisation organised by HPBC. Exactly how the districts will be divided is still up in the air. Finance is also still an uncertainty, as there is no money being given to fund this reorganisation. No personal changes will be made for people’s jobs, just for the Chief Executive of HPBC. There is some discussion around Neighbourhood Groups who will sit below authorities and above Parish Councils, although they will have no financial ability, they will be more of a coordination group. The meeting was very informative but there are still most major decisions yet to be made. HPBC had suggested Hayfield will be clustered with the Hope Valley area, but Hope Valley said they do not want that, but this is something the government will decide on. Proposal has a deadline for November 2025.

It was resolved that Councillors D.Gouldthorpe, D.Cantor and E.Lawson will attend any cluster meetings arranged with other local parish councils to report back to full council.

0925/15 Valley Road Recreational Ground – It was resolved for L.Bevins and T.Vaughan to work on bringing back research to the next meeting for council review.

0925/16 Hayfield Parish Council Working Group
A. It was resolved for the council to begin a working group to help with maintenance around the village of Parish owned land and assets.
B. It was approved that the council will purchase a green waste bin for the council office for Contractors and Working Group members to be able to use to discard green waste.

0925/17 Community Orchard
A – It was resolved to accept the offer from Sustainable Hayfield and review again in six months.
B – The Clerk gave an update on behalf of S.Nyland requesting Councillors to please respond to her emails regarding scheduling for the Parish Council Apple Day Booth and to please send her any photographs, documents etc of the council that could be used for the booth.

0925/18 Little Hayfield
C. The terms of Reference document for Little Hayfield Advisory group was reviewed and approved.
D. In regard to the proposal for the slide steps in Little Hayfield to be refurbished it was resolved that the work would be carried out as priority work in the Spring of 2026 and included within the 2026/27 Budget, due to declining weather conditions and contractor scheduling.

0925/19 Review Applications for the Hayfield Parish Councillor Vacancies and Appoint Members – It was resolved that Steve Clayton would be appointed councillor for Hayfield town Ward and Mark Liddle would be appointed for Hayfield West Ward.

0825/20 Group Reports: To receive reports from:
a) Hayfield Climate Advisory Group – Nil.
b) Little Hayfield Advisory Group – Nil.
c) Communication Group – Nil.

0825/21 Reports from outside bodies: To receive reports from:
a. Hayfield Allotments Society – The Allotments Annual Show will be held this Saturday.
b. Hayfield Educational Charity – No meeting scheduled.
c. Hayfield Football & Community Sports Club – It was proposed and resolved for the clerk to get in touch with the Secretary of the club to request updates on when meetings are being held and request minutes of all meetings be sent to the Clerk and for regular updates. D.Gouldthorpe gave an update that he had spoken with Peter easter and that tires and other rubbish had been being dumped within the club grounds and a digger had been lent to remove this.
d. The Village Hall – The Village Hall will be supporting The Glade Halloween Spooktacular this year as it is such a wonderful event within the village run by residents by organising gazebos for the event.
e. Quarry Liaison Group – Nil.
f. Community Orchard Project – The council are still requiring a councillor to be apart of this group. 
g. Tourism & Commerce Advisory Group – Nil.
h. Traffic Management & PROW – Nil.

0825/22 Finance & Accounts For Payment – The September 2025 Finance Report and payments made at the September 2025 Finance Committee were noted.

0825/23 The date of the next meeting was confirmed to be held on Wednesday 1st October 2025.

END TIME: 20:31
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