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Council Offices, Dungeon Brow, Market Street, Hayfield, High Peak, SK22 2EP
Tel. 01663 744550.  Email: clerk@hayfield-pc.gov.uk

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE HAYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Wednesday 1st October 2025 at 7:15pm in The Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs D.Gouldthorpe (In the Chair), L.Bevins, D.Cantor, E.Lawson, S.Nyland, D.Toft & W.Mellor.

Also in Attendance: H.Mason (HPC Clerk) & 1 x member of public.

1025/01 To receive apologies for absence: Cllr T.Vaughan, S.Clayton & M.Liddle.

1025/02 Variations of order of business: Nil.

1025/03 Declaration of members' interests: Nil.

1025/04 To receive and, if appropriate, approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: Nil.

1025/05 To determine which Agenda items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded: Nil.

1025/06 Public Speaking – (10 minutes max)
A). A.Clarke (DCC) gave her apologies, and her report was read by the Clerk: DCC have agreed to clean the underpass and then partially paint it by removing and re-painting the peeling paint areas. The underpass is treated with antivandal paint and because of this the previous paint layers have to be removed from any area being painted, prior to reapplying a new coating.
Hopefully, this action will improve the overall appearance of the underpass, but this work may take some time to complete due to a capacity issue within the department. I have been informed that this is because the structures team are heavily involved in a large project at Fenny Bentley.
I have submitted a Members Enquiry and have officers chasing the repair of the handrail on the bridge at Little Hayfield. Again, however, this is the structures team and apparently it was the issue at Fenny Bentley which prevented the repair being undertaken during the summer as previously expected.
You may be aware of the Marsh Lane closure between New Mills and Furness Vale. Myself and a local Borough Councillor have been down to speak to residents and contractors. The closure will be in place until at least the 15 October to allow the new build houses to be connected to the sewers. All the correct signage is in place, and the closure is shown on Sat Navs but there have been a number of drivers who have still attempted to get through causing some difficulty near to the area of works.
As the Hayfield Community Groups who expressed interest regarding the Ranger Centre have not received any recent update, I have requested a meeting with Senior Officers in the Countryside Service to attempt to clarify the position on this.



Gill Scott (HPBC) gave her apologies, and her report was read by the Clerk:  
HPBC is moving forward on preparations for LGR with a focus on Legacy and Locality.  The UK Shared Prosperity Fund from the governor will be moved from the Borough Council to the East Midlands Combined County Authority from January 2026 , so the Regeneration team are finalising the last payments.  I am very pleased that Hayfield has been able to benefit from some of this - supporting local businesses, improving signage in the village and funding the Underpass Mural.
We are starting to work more closely with EMCCA. I attended a meeting of the Transport and Digital Connectivity Committee where I asked a question to the Mayor about how her Transport Plan will benefit the High Peak, and Hayfield in particular. I also extended an invitation to her to join us on a ride on the 61 bus to talk to passengers and hear their views on how that bus service could be improved. She accepted the invitation!
We were also delighted to welcome Alan Simpson, the Mayor’s Active Travel Ambassador, to the AGM of Sustainable Hayfield. He was able to give us lots of practical advice on how to secure funding with Mayor Claire, by focussing on her two pillars of inclusivity and connectivity, and decarbonisation.
At the request of several parents in the Parish, I arranged for the Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner to come to Hayfield with the Cyber Crime Team and Rural Action Derbyshire to talk about Online Safety for Children. We also had an excellent speaker from the village who spoke about Smartphone Free Childhood and the damage that smartphones can do to the mental health of our children and young people. One in four children who use smartphones are showing behaviour associated with addiction. It was a very thought-provoking evening, and many parents in the Parish are signing up to the Smartphone Free Childhood movement, looking for a community response and pressing the government to follow the lead of Australia and prevent social media platforms such as Snapchat, Tik Tok, Facebook, Instagram and X from allowing children under 16 from opening accounts. We will be following this up with our MP and hopefully have more meetings.

B). A member of the Parish spoke: Hayfield Proud the group of volunteers who have come together have been out tidying the village and lots of local people have been coming out too to help. Everyone is grateful and saying how much of a difference the work is making to the village. I would like to see if there is any funds for bulbs within the parish, for spring planting. We could make the village so much more attractive with wild flower seeds and bulbs. We want to highlight four sections of walls, one at bottom of Valley Road, Bowden Bridge is where the other three are located. Valley Road one is by the entrance to the park. Can the Parish Council put pressure on finding out who owns them and getting them fixed as they could be dangerous for children and other members of the public. We are all concerned re businesses within the village and were wondering if it would be possible to get some signage up by Bowden bridge as we have 100’s of cars going to that side of the village and don’t spend money within the village. Attractive signage naming the businesses, cafes, pubs etc to highlight to idea of supporting the village and the businesses within the village. Speaking on behalf on john Harvey – any update on the speed monitor device – cleaning at the top of the road, the cars are speeding through on the road coming in from the road from Glossop – very speedy.

C). Nil.

1025/07 Minutes of previous meetings
a. The minutes of the Council Meeting of Wednesday 3rd September 2025 were approved.
b. The minutes of the Finance Committee of Wednesday 3rd September 2025 were noted.

1025/08 Chair’s announcements: September has been a busy month for the Council maintenance team. As Autumn approaches the hanging baskets and troughs are being prepared for the next refresh. The base for the new storage unit has been prepared and we await a firm delivery date.
The problem tree on the boundary of the OSF has finally been removed by the DCC contractors.  Some very heavy equipment was used which has caused some damage to the turf.
The Hayfield Village Show took place on the 5th September.  The show was very successful, and it really showcases the skills and abilities of the entrants.  The organisers are very grateful of the Council sponsorship of the event; There were many visitors to the event with the village hall full.
Derbyshire Country Council – Parish and Town Council Forum. September 15th - Hannah and I attended the forum in the County Hall – Matlock.
There were many of agencies of DCC and other service organisations available for interaction prior to the formal presentations.  One of relevance for Hayfield is that the Sustainable Transport Group have full funding for a trial of EV charging points and are seeking nominations for rural locations to take part in the phase 1 rollout.  I have subsequently contacted them to consider Hayfield in their assessment process.  The second of personal interest to me, was the Parking Enforcement Team.  I started by asking why they never visited Kinder Road.  I was rebuffed by the manager who produced a spreadsheet indicating that there were regular visits covering the road from Bank Street to Bowden Bridge car park.  Certainly, on a weekly basis covering (mainly weekdays) but not at the peak congestion periods of a weekend.  Upon further questioning they produced the statistics for how many tickets they had issued for the year to date on Kinder Road.  (Ask Councillors to guess). The answer was one.  They subsequently agreed to target late morning on a weekend when planning their activities.
The formal session started with a detailed update report by the East Midlands – Police and Crime Commissioner.  Within budget restrictions, extra resources are being recruited and deployed within the Safer Neighbourhood teams.  Rural Crime Teams are being further resourced.  One statistic that was disturbing is that they now drug test anyone that is arrested and nearly threequarters of those tested proved positive.  The main takeaway for me was that they need feedback from the community on issues and their performance.  This is used to build up intelligence and prioritise resource deployment.
The second session was facilitated by the Managing Director of DCC.  The north, south model for the new unitary authority structure was reviewed.  The delivery model is being formulated but the challenge will be to maintain adult and child care services through the transition period.  No funds have been allocated by central government for the devolution process and it is anticipated that long term physical assets will be rationalised.  The recent change of control of the Council has caused a re-think on some issues.
There are a lot of decisions to be taken once the government minister has issued the results of the consultations and the final decision on the organisational model.


105/09 Clerk’s Report: Regarding the office refurbishment, I am struggling to get quotes for works and have spoken with Chris who has offered to quote for
New lights, brick and fill in the fireplace, repair to door and draft proofing, repair and fill walls, paint walls and ceiling, paint wood and laying new wood effect flooring and underlay. I will ask for this to all be quoted for to present to the council.
The AGAR has now been sent back and we are all finished – the notice of conclusion was published on the 25th September.
Thank you to Richard and Sue Wardle who took the old storage container from the Old School Field and donated £50.00 to the council for it.

1025/10 Planning - Nil.

1025/11 To Review the Maintenance of the Bike Track, Valley Road – It was resolved for the Clerk to enquire further regarding options of maintenance to bring to the council for review in November.

1025/12 Apple Day, Planning & Update – There are gaps still in the rota for manning booth the council will have, and an email will be sent to new councillors to invite them to the event.
Stories will be made for the boards, centred around the chain of office with thank you messages to employees and groups within the village who have supported the council. Artifacts from the office will be displayed at the booth too. Natural England sent leaflets on following the countryside code too for handing out at the booth. The council have a budget line for Promotions of £1,000 and it was resolved that £200.00 of this budget line can be spent to purchase tote bags with the Hayfield parish Council logo on for handing out during the event. S.Nyland and D.Cantor to design bags and organise purchasing.

1025/13 Bonfire Night, Planning and Update The fireworks for the bonfire night have been purchased and the event plan was viewed by the council and the plan follows the same timings and set up as previous years. We still need volunteers for the event to be marshals and bucket shakers. Qualified first aiders are also required – D.Toft to check he is still qualified. Adverts will be published start of next week.

1025/14 Planning the Budget & Precept Requirements for the year 2026/27, To Review Project Proposals and Consider the Budegt for 2026/27 – It was approved that all projects recommened will be the basis of the budget for the year 2026/27 and the clerk can now begin working on the budget proposal to present to the council.

1025/15 To Review Tree Surgeon Quotes for Christmas – It was resolved to accept the quote from Arundel Trees for the works required on the Christmas Tree and for the Clerk to contact them to acceot the offer and schedule works as soon as possible.

1025/16 Poposal for Spring Bulb Collection, to review the proposal for the council to hold a Spring Bulb collection throughout the village to have bulbs to plant in parish owned areas – It was resolved to meet and discuss with the working group where they would like the bulbs planting within parish owned land and speak to contract gardener where he would recommend. Clerk to schedule meeting with working group, Clerk, Graham and any councillors wishing to attend.


1025/17 Update on Storage Unit Facility at the old School Field – The base is now down and ready for the storage container to be delivered. We have yet to have a finalised date and the Clerk is chasing this and once a date is set, the council will be updated. Clerk and team are ready for the delivery.

1025/18 Poposal to Purchase a Replacement Bench for the Toddler Play Area and the Tennis Court in Valley Road Recreational Ground – It was resolved the council will purchase two benches for the tennis court in black and toddler play area in multicolour as long as there is not a significant rise in cost for this colour.

1025/19 Group Reports: To receive reports from:
a) Hayfield Climate Advisory Group – No members of the council currently.
b) Little Hayfield Advisory Group – A meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 14th October.
c) Communication Group – Meeting held the other week, where the group discussed the council making more use of grants and funding opportunities around, after the successes of what Chinley did with a grant of around 700k for building a community hub. The council should be using more grant funding when projects are proposed. We should start having more regular discussions regarding funding for various projects. 

1025/20 Reports from outside bodies: To receive reports from:
a. Hayfield Allotments Society – Nil.
b. Hayfield Educational Charity – Meeting scheduled for November.
c. Hayfield Football & Community Sports Club – Clerk to contact P.Easter for the contact information of the secretary to get in contact regarding regular updates.
d. The Village Hall – Nil.
e. Quarry Liaison Group – Nil.
f. Community Orchard Project – Sustainable Hayfield have taken over the group now. 
g. Tourism & Commerce Advisory Group – Nil.
h. Traffic Management & PROW – Clerk still chasing scheduling the speed monitoring devices for Market Street. We can request the device for as soon as possible and then again in Spring.

1025/21 Finance & Accounts For Payment – The October 2025 Finance Report and payments made at the October 2025 Finance Committee were noted.

1025/22 The date of the next meeting was confirmed to be held on Wednesday 5th November 2025.

END TIME: 20:52
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