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Council Offices, Dungeon Brow, Market Street, Hayfield, High Peak, SK22 2EP
Tel. 01663 744550.  Email: clerk@hayfield-pc.gov.uk

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE HAYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Wednesday 4th February at 7:15pm in The Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs D.Gouldthorpe (In the Chair), S.Nyland, L.Bevins, E.Lawson, W.Mellor, T.Vaughan.

Also in Attendance: H.Mason (HPC Clerk), G.Scott (HPBC) & 3x member of public.

0226/01 To receive apologies for absence: Cllr D.Toft, S.Clayton, D.Cantor & M.Liddle.

0226/02 Variations of order of business: Nil.

0226/03 Declaration of members' interests: Nil.

0226/04 To receive and, if appropriate, approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: Nil.

0226/05 To determine which Agenda items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded: Nil.

0226/06 Public Speaking – (10 minutes max)
A). A.Clarke (DCC) gave apologies and her report was read during the meeting - The new DCC CEO, Neil Crittenden, has started work and is attending council meetings. 
The Horsley by-election, forced due to their previous Reform Councillor resigning, was won by Lian Pizzey, the Green Party candidate who received 44% of the votes. 
     It was announced at the DCC Health Scrutiny Committee that High Peak will receive a new NHS team to support the discharge of stroke patients from hospital. The team will consist of a physiotherapist, occupational therapist, rehabilitation therapist, nurse and speech therapist. This is good news for High Peak as patients are currently staying longer in Stepping Hill due to the gap in home support provision. 
     In regard to the proposal to close Glossop Tip, the present administration has stated that it is mainly used by  residents outside of Derbyshire this has been estimated by the number of residents using the facility who are not registered as High Peak residents. Numerous residents have conveyed to me that they haven’t registered as they did not think cameras were yet in place. There is no signage at the tip and no one is challenged on entry. As well as considering the two petitions online, I would therefore, encourage residents to register to use the tip in order that visits are registered as Derbyshire residents and to show that this tip is a much needed facility. 
     I have had a number of casework enquiries regarding EV chargers in Hayfield. Unfortunately, there has been a lot of delay with the hoped for roll out of EV chargers but officers have said that the Village and Sett Valley Car Park is still a site under consideration and the Invitation To Tender for the installation of Derbyshire’s Free-Standing Chargers is expected to go out during the summer.

G.Scott (HPBC) - High Peak Borough Council is currently facing the challenge of two major areas of work that are significantly affected by Local Government Reorganisation.
The first is the four-year Medium Term Financial Plan. The first two years will be relevant to High Peak Borough Council as it currently exists and the following two years will fall under the lifetime of the new Unitary Authority. Throughout this process, the main objectives are to continue to provide high quality and efficient services to residents, and to establish a legacy for the people of the High Peak.
     The second area of work is on the new Local Plan which will be brought to Full Council in March. This Plan will eventually become part of the Local Plan for the new Authority.  
I will keep councillors updated as and when I can on both these issues.
     Councillors will recall the concerns they raised over the Planning Application for 3, Didsbury Terrace. Other residents also raised concerns so I called in this Application. Members of the Planning Committee had a site visit and discussed the application, after hearing my concerns and those of others at their meeting. They voted to defer the application until details on design, use and land ownership were clarified.
     Members of the Development Control Committee and officers received some excellent training from High Peak Access on current legislation and guidance on planning, building regulations and design to allow new builds and adaptations on older buildings to be accessible to all. It was a very thought-provoking session with case studies from across the Borough. 
     Tomorrow (Thursday 5th February) we are meeting the Mayor of the East Midlands as she rides on the 61 bus and talks to passengers about how we can improve the service. Her main pillars are reducing social isolation and cutting carbon emissions. A reliable and regular bus service will do this. We have the data from the survey carried out by members of Sustainable Hayfield's Active and Sustainable Travel Group to demonstrate the strong views of Hayfield residents.
     Should any Parish Councillors wish to join us (perhaps members from the Transport Group?) we will be catching the 11am bus from Glossop which arrives in Hayfield at 11.15am.

B). Nil.

C). Nil.

0226/07 Minutes of previous meetings
a. The minutes of the Wednesday 14th January 2026 Council Meeting of were approved.
b. The minutes of the Wednesday 14th January 2026 Finance Committee of were noted.

0226/08 Chair’s announcements: It has only been three weeks since our last Council meeting. January has been a quiet period. There are signs of spring, especially on the OSF with the daffodils ready to come into bloom and in other areas the snowdrops and crocuses are providing a flash of colour. Progress is being made by the Biodiversity Group on the OSF with the pruning completed and the area around the trees prepared for management as a meadow. The embankment hedge was planted this week. Even though we have had significant rainfall the new drain system in Valley Road is proving to be effective. This area will be levelled and when the weather improves it will be seeded.


0226/09 Clerk’s Report: As of now, a few allotment rents have still not been paid, all have been chased and all but one have replied stating they will pay. They have all been given until 10am on Friday to pay or they will be sent a termination letter as per the agreement they signed. Thank you, Gill Scott, for my beautiful hyacinth flowers for the office, they are flowering beautifully. The Precept requirement has been sent to High peak Borough Council and they have confirmed recipient. 

0226/10 Planning – Nil.

0226/11 Scarecrow Festival – Updates: Councilors met on Thursday 29th Thursday to further plan the event – they got through a lot of work and are ahead of action plan. Delegated risk assessment to Cllr D.Gouldthorpe who did a great job at this and shared with full council. Event has had a good reaction from businesses who are keen to participate. Entry packs are now ready for printing to get out to the public, these will be available from various venues throughout Birch Vale, Hayfield and Little Hayfield. Pure Magazine – the editor has said they will feature 1000 words on the event and Cllr S.Nyland has drafted the feature and will send to the Clerk for proof reading and send to Pure Magazine. Pure magazine goes out five times a year, and they include nice things going on in the High Peak and a ‘What’s On’ section, which we will be included on – next publication goes out in March. Durin the meeting, it was confirmed it will just be financial donations from businesses as all prices will be trophies / gift cards etc, and The May Queen do other gifts from businesses so do not want to confuse the two.

0226/12 To Review Quotes for Payroll Service Providers: The council reviewed all quotes sent by the Clerk and it was resolved the council will accept the quote from D.Pickles, JD4 Accountancy Quote.

0226/13 To Review Grant & Donation Application: It was approved to grant the £250.00 donation request for the Pro Loco Art Competition given that the money covers the framing of the winning piece. It was also resolved the Clerk will email Paul Jagger for confirmation on where the ten art pieces are the council loaned to St Matthews Church for display last year, and when will these be displayed?
0226/14 To Review E.V. Charging Points within Hayfield: It was resolved the council give Cllr D.Gouldthorpe and the Clerk approval to review the idea, companies and locations to bring back to the council for review.
0226/15 To Review The Royal Hotel Most Recent Development: Update was given that the council received a letter from High Peak Borough Council regarding The Royal Hotel. The letter received states that HPBC have received a notification from the owners of The Royal Hotel (Wellington Pub Company PLC) of their intention to dispose of (sell) the property. As The Royal Hotel has recently been listed as an asset of community value this has triggered a moratorium period of 6 weeks (starting on Friday 16th January 2026 and ending Friday 27th February 2026) to allow the nominator (Hayfield PC) or other eligible organisations to express an interest to purchase. It was agreed when the council applied for The Royal hotel to be listed as an Asset of Community Value, it was not for the purpose of the council purchasing The Royal Hotel, but to allow for the council to receive notifications of updates regarding the building and allow for local groups and organisations to be involved. The Clerk emailed this notification letter to the Save The Royal group to update them but did not receive any correspondence back in regard to any plans or actions they may or may not be taking. It was resolved Cllr L.Bevins was nominated to attend Royal Hotel meeting to be held sometime in March and report back to council.
0226/16 To Review Clerks Annual Leave Request for Year 2025/26: It was agreed the Clerk will have 13th and 16th February, 20th, 23rd – 27th March, 7th – 10th April as annual leave and that in future the Clerk’s Annual Leaves will be noted and does not require approval.

0226/17 Group Reports: To receive reports from:
a) Hayfield Climate Advisory Group – Nil.
b) Little Hayfield Advisory Group – Meeting was held on Tuesday 20th January, a main focus of the meeting was the concern over signage within The Clough regarding dogs, this is something the Parish as a whole needs to address.
c) Communications Group – The Scarecrow Festival and Communications Group come hand in hand so a big update on what the group has been doing is above. The group has also started to think about the Annual Parish Meeting, maybe time to start thinking about this as the meeting will be held in May and whether to do a newsletter, this will be added to the agenda for full council to discuss in March.

0226/18 Reports from outside bodies: To receive reports from:
a. Hayfield Allotments Society – Update mentioned during Clerks report.
b. Hayfield Educational Chairty – Nil.
c. Hayfield Football & Community Sports Club –  A report had not been received at the time of the meeting, and the Council requested The Clerk to schedule a meeting to discuss the situation. A report was received on Thursday 5th February from P.Easter and shared with all councillors and added to these minutes - We have recently completed our "Club Development Review" with DCFA and await a response from Ashley Donovan (DCFA Football Development Officer) in regard to DCFAs views on the best way to develop the club (they are well aware of our lack of facilities and this may be a way to get assistance). We are also in the process of sending in a grant application to DCFA and the Football Foundation for pitch improvements. We may incorporate a watered-down clubhouse scheme which the Football Foundation are promoting called "The Huddle"; of which I sent details through for the December meeting. 
d. The Village Hall – Nil.
e. Quarry Liaison Group – Nil.
f. Community Orchard Project – Trees have been pruned at the Old School Field, Valley Road recreational Ground and the school.
g. Tourism & Commerce Advisory Group – Nil.
h. Traffic Management & PROW – The Valleys / Hope Valley / Castleton area seem to be getting support for traffic issues, traffic wardens seem to always be out in that area and the question is when can Hayfield have their turn? Speed cameras are working which is good news. Cllr D.Toft will circulate his minutes from the meeting when he is back.

0226/19 Finance & Accounts For Payment – The February 2026 Finance Report and payments made at the February 2026 Finance Committee were noted.

0226/20 The date of the next meeting was confirmed to be held on Wednesday 4th March 2026.

END TIME: 19:58
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