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Council Offices, Dungeon Brow, Market Street, Hayfield, High Peak, SK22 2EP
Tel. 01663 744550.  Email: clerk@hayfield-pc.gov.uk

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE HAYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Wednesday 14th January at 7:15pm in The Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs D.Gouldthorpe (In the Chair), S.Clayton, D.Cantor, S.Nyland

Also in Attendance: H.Mason (HPC Clerk), G.Scott (HPBC) & 1 x member of public.

0126/01 To receive apologies for absence: Cllr D.Toft, M.Liddle, W.Mellor, E.Lawson, T.Vaughan & L.Bevins.

0126/02 Variations of order of business: Nil.

0126/03 Declaration of members' interests: Cllr D.Cantor is neighbours with the individuals related to Planning Application NP/HPK/1225/1220.

0126/04 To receive and, if appropriate, approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: Nil.

0126/05 To determine which Agenda items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded: Nil.

0126/06 Public Speaking – (10 minutes max)
A). A.Clarke (DCC) gave apologies and her report was read during the meeting - After the Interim CEO resigned, Chris Hennings, has stepped up as Head of Paid Service, but not CEO, until the 26th of January when Neil Crittenden, takes over as Head of Paid Service & Chief Executive Officer. Council Tax is being increased by the highest increase allowed without consultation, that being 4.99%. Even with this increase the budget papers for 26/27 have identified the need for further savings to close a forecasted £37.777m funding gap, therefore, I remain extremely concerned about further cuts to services.
     The closure of Glossop tip is being suggested as a cost saving exercise. The cabinet member has stated that the tip is used mainly by residents from outside Derbyshire. I have challenged Cllr Wood on this, and it appears this is only an estimate based on the low number of local residents registering their vehicle registrations. I and other local councillors are very much against this proposed closure. There are currently two petitions circulating to try to save Glossop Tip, one is on the DCC website started by a High Peak resident the other started by the High Peak MP Jon Pearce.
     Further consultations and closures: 
There is a consultation now live on the DCC website regarding the future of Adult Education Provision. One option being considered is to close and sell the remaining Adult Education buildings, then buy in provision, rather than having a dedicated council Adult Education department.
Just ten days before Christmas the cabinet member for Adult Social Care announced that the care homes, which were to be sold collectively as going concerns, allowing residents to stay in those homes, were now instead to be closed, residents moved out and the homes sold off individually. Absolutely, devastating news for the residents, family and staff but this also loses the County of Derbyshire these much-needed care home places.
     New Mills & Hayfield:
I am pleased to have been informed that after repeatedly resubmitting Slack Lane for Engineers Inspection and reporting its potholes, it is down to be resurfaced this year. Sadly, Lea Road has not been successful in making it to the list for resurfacing after submitting it as one of the two residential roads each County Councillor was asked to suggest. Walk Mill Lane remains a concern, and I will resubmit this and Lea Road on the Engineer Inspection list, which I can add to at the beginning of February. 
     Finally, I have reported the incorrectly placed traffic lights sign on the A624 and chased officers regarding the cleaning and partial painting of the underpass. The engineer states he had added some priority to this, but that the structures team is still working through a back log.

G.Scott (HPBC) - I would like to wish all Parish Councillors a Happy New Year, and also to thank you for the fantastic Christmas Lights Switch On and the wonderful decorations in the village. They do a lot to lift people's spirits in the very cold, dark weather. Also, the new Parish Council office refurb looks amazing and is a great new working space for Hannah (the Clerk) and what she deserves.
     My main focus throughout December and continuing into January has been issues with waste  collection. More problems are emerging since the new schedule for rounds has been introduced, and a significant number of residents have been very frustrated and upset when bin collections have been missed.
     The main problems have been on Vicarage Lane, the section of Kinder Road leading up to Spring Vale and Spring Vale itself.  We had a site visit from Alliance Environmental Services (AES) who manage the Waste Collection for HPBC, and the officer form the Council in charge of waste collection and street cleaning. The main problem for the team is the number of cars parked on both sides of the road in Vicarage Lane - including on double yellow lines. AES suggested a solution which was very unpopular with residents, so now a compromise approach has been suggested where residents can wheel their bins to a given point, use a sack collection system or stick to the original system and take the risk that their bins may not be emptied on the scheduled round. The team make three attempts to collect the waste for a given week. If they still cannot gain access the waste, it will not be collected until the following designated date. 
     As a longer-term solution, High Peak Borough Council are working with officers from Place and Highways at DCC to see if additional double yellow lines would ease the parking issues. I foresee more problems of access for the waste collection vehicles as the number of cars in the village increase. 
     On a brighter note, regarding the issue of parking, the car which has been abandoned in the Sett Valley Car Park since July has FINALLY been removed! 
     We are scheduled to meet the East Midlands Mayor to take a ride on the 61 bus this Friday. However, owing to the adverse weather conditions, we are fully expecting this to be postponed! The Active and Sustainable Travel Group of Sustainable Hayfield have conducted a survey amongst Hayfield residents on bus use and gained some very valuable data and personal stories which we have presented to the Mayor and our MP, Jon Pearce.  I will keep the Parish Council updated and would be happy to work with the Transport Group to improve the bus service for the village.

B). A member of public spoken on the closure of Glossop tip and their concerns this will lead to more fly tipping, especially at the end of High Gate Road, if fly tipping does increase this will result to cost increases to HPBC and labour for them to collect. Fly tipping is a criminal offense. The member of the public spoke on how they use the Glossop and Buxton tip regularly and have never been asked to give their address when doing so it is interesting to hear this is being done. 
     Arden Quarry – Before Christmas several comments were made about the smell that seems to be coming from the quarry again. There also appears to be building work going on there, above the natural land / horizon. Concerns were given over the quarry being taken over by new management and we do not appear to be made aware of changes. Concerns that we do not really know what is happening. Noted Hayfield Parish Council made the decision they will not continue to be involved in Arden Quarry and will look to New Mills Town Council, but the member of the public feels the smells does come this way in to the village and it would be a good idea to keep Arden Quarry on the agenda.

C). Nil.

0126/07 Minutes of previous meetings
a. The minutes of the Council Meeting of Wednesday 3rd December were approved.
b. The minutes of the Finance Committee of Wednesday 3rd December 2025 were noted.

0126/08 Chair’s announcements: First, I welcome you all into the New Year. This will be a significant year as we move closer to the change over to the new structure of local government with the unitary authority. 
     Following our December meeting we went straight into the Christmas festivities with the Light Switch-on which was very well attended. The weather was not on our side, but the new Vicar made the service very engaging and the band added to the festive atmosphere. The fireworks supervisor (me) endured the torrential rain, and we managed to have a spectacular display. The next Friday Little Hayfield had their Light Switch-on event. Supported by the band and fireworks everyone had a good time.  The festivities continued at the Lantern Pike.    
     Community Orchard - After several years without any maintenance activity the newly constituted Orchard Group engaged in their first round of tree pruning.  Supported by the Council the Group have a good set of equipment, and they are enthusiastic about creating a healthy set of fruit trees.  Whilst the pruning required appears to be drastic it is needed to ensure the health and vitality of the trees.   
     Valley Road Drainage - It is no surprise that all the water from valley makes its way down into our park. The volume and flow of water into the park changes as the water table moves. It has been a very wet Autumn, and new springs emerged and the existing drainage system was overwhelmed. A high-capacity system has been planned for some time, and the runoff had become so heavy that it was decided to act. Larger pipes have been installed with appropriate interceptors, and the system seems to be coping well.  The work will be completed in the next few weeks and the area seeded in time for the spring.
     Grit Salt - A gentle reminder that the salt provided by both Hayfield Parish Council and Derbyshire County Council in the bins located throughout the Parish is intended to be used on public footpaths and roads to benefit the community.  It should not be taken for use on private paths and driveways. Finally, after months of preparatory activities, the much-needed refurbishment of the Parish Office commenced. I will let Hannah give you the full details, but I will summarise by saying she is a happy bunny!
0126/09 Clerk’s Report: Firstly, happy new year to you all. As David has just said, I am thrilled to say the office refurbishment is finished and I have moved back in now. Chris has done an exceptional job, and I cannot thank him and the council more for the safer, brighter and healthier work space I now have. The refurb includes new flooring, new lighting and fixing unsafe wiring that had been left by previous work, the door has been fitted properly so there is no longer a draft, a sink and tap with hot water and a fresh coat of paint. I welcome everyone to pop in and see the new office.
     Allotment invoices went out by the 12th of December last year and so far we have had 27 payments received and 21 have not paid. This is excluding the 2 vacant plots we have and the plot winner of ‘best allotment plot at the HAS AGM’. As per the Allotment Agreement Paragraph 2b payment should be made by 15th Jan, nothing is stated as to what happens if rent is not paid by this date, so I will contact P.Webb the Sectary of HAS to ask him to help chase up the plot holders still needing to pay.
     I have had some correspondence from residents concerned over the Glossop Tip being closed down, as we are Hayfield Parish Council, we are unable to alter this decision or hold weight to the decision but a lot of Hayfield residents use the tip so I believe it would be good for the Parish Council to share the link to Jon Pearce’s Petition to our Facebook page. Another concern brought to my inbox was over Arden Quarry, I will contact the Clerk at new mills Town Council to ask if they receive any correspondence form the new management and see if I can get any updates from her. I will keep the council and individual updated on what I get back.

0126/10 Planning - 
1. In regards to Planning Application NP/HPK/1225/1220 it was resolved the council have no comment as long as the works are inkeeping with the enviroment.

0126/11 Consider Approval to provide Allotments to Out of Parish Individuals – It was resolved that the council do not allow tenants out of the parish to have allotments.

0126/12 Appointment of Council Nominated Trustee to hayfield Non-Ecclesiastical Chairty -  It was resolved to nominate Valerie Richardson and Cllr Eva Lawson as trustees.

0126/13 Communications Group Update & Scarecrow Festival – Cllr S.Nyland gave an update to the Scarecrow festival, she has drafted out an action plan and we are ahead of the plan. Letters have been sent to businesses and groups within the village before Christmas and the first social media post has been published to website and Facebook to make all public aware. QR codes will be created for entering the event. Households have free entry and businesses and groups will be asked to donate so both will have their own QR code. Businesses will also be added to the trail map we will produce. The trail will feature all the groups and businesses on the route. Cllr S.Nyland is going to speak to the Village Hall about using their garden for any businesses and groups who do not have their own window front / ground to use - they can use the Village Hall garden for their display if agreed. Two Hayfield residents have kindly donated £100 pounds of book tokens for exceptional junior effort winners - split in to three prizes.
     The group need to decide upon where people can collect their entry packs, which we can use the canvas bags to place entry packs in. We can use the office, but other locations would be beneficial. Natural England have given us 1000 natural country code flyers to distribute for the event too. Within the entry pack it will include one of these flyers, the rules, etc.
GDPR will be considered when collecting peoples information for the event and the Old School Field will be used for parking during the weekend dates of the event to help alleviate parking within the village. Cllr S.Nyland will put everything on a pdf and send to full council.
A meeting for the group has been set for 6:30pm on Thursday 29th January to continue organising the event. 

0126/14 Group Reports: To receive reports from:
a) Hayfield Climate Advisory Group – This group currently has no members and will be added to the February Agenda for discussion.
b) Little Hayfield Advisory Group – The LHAG Meeting has been rescheduled to Tuesday 20th January.
c) Communications Group – Discussed during Item 13

0126/15 Reports from outside bodies: To receive reports from:
a. Hayfield Allotments Society – Discussed during Item 11.
b. Hayfield Educational Chairty – Nil.
c. Hayfield Football & Community Sports Club – The group are still struggling with how to move forward and could be something HPC need to get involved in with pushing for a decision to be made.  
d. The Village Hall – Nil.
e. Quarry Liaison Group – Nil.
f. Community Orchard Project – Sustainable Hayfield did some amazing pruning work on the trees recently and will be tackling the trees located in the school next, as they need pruning. Some apples were not used for Apple Day and the group picked the leftover apples and they were donated to a local farm for pig food.
g. Tourism & Commerce Advisory Group – Nil.
h. Traffic Management & PROW – The Traffic Management & PROW group met with local representatives of Derbyshire Police, there was a fantastic turn out, including the new local PCSO and local Police Constable attended. Cllr D.Toft has written a report he will present at the February meeting. All in attendance were very receptive on the concerns raised. Councillors in attendance found the meeting very insightful to learn what the police are and cannot do regarding traffic, speeding and parking concerns.

0126/16 Finance & Accounts For Payment – The January 2026 Finance Report and payments made at the January 2026 Finance Committee were noted.

0126/17 The date of the next meeting was confirmed to be held on Wednesday 4th February 2026.

END TIME: 20:08
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