Hayfield Parish Council
Tree Management Policy
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General Policy
This policy sets out Hayfield Parish Council’s approach to the proactive management of trees on land owned by the parish council. It is intended to be a point of reference for the public, councillors, council employees and contractors to ensure a clear, consistent and structured approach to the management of its trees.
The policy aims to value trees for their significant contribution to wellbeing and quality of life within the parish. Trees on council land will be managed to promote biodiversity, climate mitigation and visual amenity, whilst being maintained in a way which promotes their safety and health. 
Tree Surveys
The council will ensure that a detailed inspection of trees on council-owned land is carried out by a qualified Arboriculturist at least every three years, and any recommendations made will be considered by the council in line with this policy. Informal observations will be made during the period between detailed inspections.  Priority will be given to high-risk areas including play areas and major footpaths. The council recognises the importance of mature and ancient trees and will balance safety with a duty to protect the environment. Higher levels of risk will be accepted in areas of low footfall. This will allow the council to keep veteran trees to encourage biodiversity without creating undue risk. The last detailed inspection was carried out in February 2024.
The council welcomes support from the public in helping to identify concerns or issues with its tree stock. If a request for tree work involves a potentially dangerous tree, the tree will be inspected as soon as possible and a plan of action developed. If the request is non-urgent, then an inspection will be undertaken within 30 working days. In all cases, the member of public will be informed of the inspection and of any action planned.
Maintenance
Tree work will be prioritised and carried out according to identified hazards and risks. As a guide, tree works will be undertaken in the following circumstances:
1. where an inspection has identified the tree as potentially hazardous or an immediate danger
2. where the works are vital to the tree’s health and long-term survival
3. where lower branches are obstructing grass cutting operations
4. to reduce impact from nuisance e.g. where branches are in contact with walls, fences, windows or gutters
5. where branches are obstructing or obscuring footpaths, the carriageway, road signs or street/security lighting. 

The council has no obligation to carry out the following tree work:
1. cut back branches overhanging private property
2. reduce crown or remove branches to increase daylight or decrease height in relation to property
3. remove branches or trees affecting views or interfering with TV reception
4. remove roots from drains or repair root damage to structures where the tree has not been clearly demonstrated to be the principal cause
5. work solely to alleviate problems caused by natural or seasonal phenomena such as falling leaves, sap exudation, falling fruit or nuts etc.
6. work on trees which are restricting the efficiency of solar panels where the solar panels post-date the presence of the trees.
When carrying out tree works the council will comply with all relevant legislation in respect to the protection of nesting birds and other wildlife. The council will undertake all pruning and arboricultural works in accordance with the relevant British Standards. 
In common law, a property owner can cut back overhanging tree branches to the boundary of their property. If a member of the public wishes to carry out work to trees on council-owned land they should, in the first instance, seek permission from the council, email: clerk@hayfield-pc.gov.uk.
Some of the trees in Hayfield Parish are protected by Tree Preservation Orders and work cannot be carried out on these trees without the appropriate planning permission. Planning permission is also required for work on trees in conservation areas. 
Tree felling
The council will avoid felling trees unless necessary. This will generally be for health and safety reasons or to prevent the spread of serious tree diseases or pests. The council reserves the right to fell trees to prevent overcrowding, to improve habitats or restore landscapes in line with site management plans. The location of self-set tree seedlings will be evaluated, and the seedlings removed if necessary. Where safe to do so dead or felled timber will be left on site and tree stumps will be allowed to decay naturally. Any mature trees removed will be replaced with a suitable specimen on a one for one basis in the nearest most suitable location.
Planting
The council welcomes the opportunity to plant more trees in the parish. The council will work with partners and community groups to identify opportunities to increase its tree stock through appropriate tree planting to meet a variety of objectives including habitat creation, the provision of shelter and enhancements of the landscape. All new trees planted will be native to the UK.
Invasive plant species
The council maintains a list of invasive native and non-native plant species and will work to eradicate them when identified.

This policy will be reviewed every three–five years or when there are major changes to legislation or best practice in respect of tree management.
Next review: 2027
