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Council Offices, Dungeon Brow, Market Street, Hayfield, High Peak, SK22 2EP
Tel. 01663 744550.  Email: clerk@hayfield-pc.gov.uk

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE HAYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Wednesday 6th May 2026 at 7:15pm in The Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs D.Gouldthorpe (In The Chair), L.Bevins, S.Nyland, T.Vaughan, E.Lawson, W.Mellor, S.Clayton & D.Toft.

Also in Attendance: H.Mason Clerk, A.Clarke (DCC) & 2 x Members of Public.

0526/01 It was resolved to elect Cllr D.Gouldthorpe as Chair of the council for the year 2026/27 and Cllr L.Bevins as Vice Chair of the council for the year 2026/27

0526/02 Cllr D.Gouldthorpe signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

0526/03 To receive apologies for absence: Cllrs D.Cantor & M.Liddle.

0526/04 Variations of order of business: Nil.

0526/05 Declaration of members' interests: Nil.

0526/06 To receive and, if appropriate, approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: Nil.

0526/07 To determine which Agenda items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded: It was resolved Agenda Item 22 The Clough, Hayfield will be taken with the public excluded.

0526/08 A. A.Clarke DCC Report - The Consultation on the proposed closure of the Glossop Household and Waste Recycling Centre has gone live on the DCC website I would urge residents to have their say and complete the consultation regarding this much needed and well used local facility. The consultation can be reached via - https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/council/have-your-say/consultation-search/consultation-details/future-of-glossop-household-waste-recycling-centre.aspx
     Myself and Borough Councillor Alan Barrow have visited the Arden & Birch Vale Quarry Site a number of times recently. This has stemmed from concerns raised by Hayfield Parish residents mainly in relation to noise, dirt on the road and the large structure which has been built on one of the capped landfill cells. DCC's Enforcement and Monitoring Officer has visited the site as there are questions over whether planning permission was required for the structure. The Environment Agency has also visited and produced a report, however, this report is not currently in the public domain.
     Due to local residents and agencies interest both myself and Cllr Barrow feel it is important that the Quarry Liaison Group re-establishes meetings with the new owners representatives and are currently working towards a first meeting on June 9th at 10:30am, so thank you for adding this item to your agenda.
I attended a meeting at the Ranger's Centre with representatives of a number of groups who have been in communication with Countryside Services regarding reopening the building for community use and as a Tourist Information Centre, highlighting the local area and businesses. Unfortunately, despite the obvious social, environmental and local economic value of the group’s proposal the Countryside Service reiterate that they must gain a financial income from the building. Their suggestions to partner the community groups with other businesses that do not support our heritage village feel and, in some cases, could actively compete with present local businesses was somewhat of a shock. I have written to the service expressing my concerns and requesting that any such installations have wider consultation before consideration and I also intend to write to the appropriate cabinet member.
     Finally, I would like to add my thanks to the Parish Council for the Scarecrow event. I know Suzanne and other members of the council worked extremely hard on this and it was a wonderful success. Many families travelled to the village especially for the Scarecrow Trail and it was great to see the Countryside Code promoted in such an interesting and fun filled way. Well done to all involved.

G.Scott (HPBC) gave her apologies, and her report was read - High Peak Borough Councillors will be receiving an update on LGR at the Full Council Meeting on Thursday.  Meanwhile the key dates are as follows: The Government decision on proposals following consultation is expected in July; LGR legislation will be prepared and laid between September and December; May 2027 will see elections for the shadow unitary authority; 1st May 2028 is when the new Unitary authorities go live.
     The past month has been very busy in Hayfield, and the village has felt full of life and creativity. Huge thanks to the Parish Council for the wonderful Scarecrow Festival which was a resounding success - enlivening the village and bringing in visitors from across the country. The theme of the Countryside Code resonated well with the community, and it was great to see so many incredible entrants! 
     The 94th Anniversary of the Kinder Mass Trespass was also a great success, celebrating an important part of our village's history which has national and international significance. Thank you to the Trespass Group and the Tent People for organising such an exciting event. 
     A special thanks must go to Cllr Nyland for suggesting we link the Scarecrow Festival - and walking - with the Alpacas and the Walking Bus! The children were so excited to walk some of the way with Scout and Bertie. Other villagers out and about that Friday morning were delighted to see it!  Thank you to Susanna, Steve and Dave Toft for joining us at the bus stop.
     I was pleased to be joined by our PCSO from the Safer Neighbourhood Team, Amanda Bardsley, to take a walk down the Sett Valley Trail and talk about any issues in the village. Dogs not properly under control on the Trail, a few instances of antisocial behaviour and concerns about parking and speeding were our main concerns. Since then, PCSO Bardsley has carried out a Speed Watch session on Church Street, following requests from residents. 
     Last week I was honoured to be invited with a member of Sustainable Hayfield's Active and Sustainable Travel Group to attend an event organised by the East Midlands Mayor to celebrate the completion of The Loop, an Active Travel route that links the entire East Midlands region.  Mayor Claire is passionate about public transport and active travel and we are working hard to make sure Hayfield is well and truly part of her Transport Plan.
     Finally, we are hoping for fine weather and good vibes for the May Queen Festival this weekend. Thank you to all those involved in organising this.

B. A member of the public gave an update to the Rangers Station – as the council are aware, at the beginning of the year groups brought concerns over nine-year empty rangers station at Hayfield Bus Station. The group agreed to speak to DCC and offer to do a peppercorn rent, but this was turned down by DCD as they stated they were more interested in a commercial bid, but nobody went for it so DCC came back to the group, and asked for a business plan which demonstrates how it will be run and how it can them make money. The plan created by the group included the estimate they would make around £1,000 a year, but DCC have said this isn’t sufficient and £5,000 would be more sufficient. The group then withdrew and DCC came back again with 2 companies that would complement the bid, and a meeting was held with them. One group has since withdrawn (Inpost), but they may come back. Two companies are still interested – one is a milk vending machine from a local farmer. Second is a dog washing machine which would be located outside the front of the building, both would require water and electricity, DCC were hoping the group would take the lease for 25 years and then sub-let to the two businesses but the group decided they weren’t happy to agree to the 25 year lease and sub-letting or the aesthetic of these two businesses and withdrew their offer. They would be happy to go for it again if companies came forward who were encouraging tourism.

C. Nil.

0526/09 Minutes of previous meetings
a. The minutes of the Council Meeting of Wednesday 1st April 2026 were approved.
b. The minutes of the Finance Committee of Wednesday 1st April 2026 were noted.

0526/10 Chair’s announcements: Well, what a busy month we have had.
The inaugural Scarecrow Festival was a great success with very good engagement from the community.  Young and old everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.  With 50 scarecrows located throughout the Parish the trail became a talking point with families visiting the different locations over the weekend. St Mathews hosted the refreshment facilities provided by the May Queen Committee and the display and information presentations provided by the Parish Council, Sustainable Hayfield and the High Peak Borough Recycling Team. The painting and colouring entries from the children was also on display. Thanks go to Thomas who organised and managed the Litter Pick.  It was well supported and amazing how much litter was collected. A special thanks goes to Susanna who made it a success taking it from a concept to an event that we can be proud of and finally, a very special thanks to all those that supported the event.
     Mass Trespass – 94th Anniversary – 75th Anniversary of the creation of PDNP. Saturday 18th Peak District Birthday Bash trail run past through Hayfield. Sunday 19th April – Bowden Bridge car park - Kinder Mass Trespass Anniversary Hike | 14km | Women Only. Starting on Friday 24th April and continuing through Saturday there were events and presentations organised by the Trespass Group based around the village hall. Sunday 26th April Large numbers of participants gathered from around the country and proceeded from the Village Centre along Kinder Road up to the reservoir. Some with the intention of walking up to the plateau and others intending to swim in the reservoir.
     Also on Sunday 26th April, 203 Runners took part in the Kinder Downfall Fell race. Starting at the old school field the route took them up Kinder Road and then onto the plateau. Bowden Bridge car park was their main control station. Hayfield is clearly on the map for wild camping. The good weather attracted even greater numbers than normal. I observed at least 50 individuals going up the road on Friday/Saturday.
     So, a very busy time for the Upper Kinder Valley.  This has not been to the liking of some residents of the parish. I am proud to live in Hayfield especially in the Upper Kinder Valley. Residents and visitors alike all need to learn how to respectfully share the great resource we have on our doorstep.
     Finally, May Queen Festival, 99th Year of the event - This is another opportunity to engage and dress up the village. On Saturday there will be the walking parade with events on the OSF from 11am to 4.30pm. On Sunday there will be live music and food and beverage will be available to buy. The fun fair will be operating Friday through Sunday. Let’s hope for good weather.
     Finishing off the celebrations on Fri 15 May 2026 - there will be another fell race - Hayfield May Queen Fell Run.

0526/11 Clerk’s report: The AGAR and internal Audit are underway and the first round of documentation has been sent to the internal auditor. The deadline for AGAR submission is 1st July, so this will be my top priority in the coming months.
     The VAT reclaim for 2025/26 financial year has been completed and will be sent off, I am just waiting for one company to get back to me with their VAT Number as it is not displayed on their website, invoices or online. The total re will be reclaiming for 2025/26 is £7,507.50.
     St Matthews is booked from 6pm on Wednesday 13th May and we have access to the kitchen again to serve hot drinks and cakes if the council would like to do so, this can be discussed during the agenda item later.
     The council have received the first of two payments of the precept and parish grant -£56,705.25. £50,000 has been transferred to our Instant Account to allow for more interest to be built.
   
0526/12 Planning: Regarding Planning Application HPK/2026/0182 15A Kinder Road, Hayfield it was resolved to council wish to make no comment.

0526/13 Committee/Advisory Group/Outside Bodies Membership & Representation – 
a) It was resolved to defer electing a Chair of the Finance Committee for the year 2026/27 to the June 2026 meeting.
b) It was resolved to appoint Councillors to Hayfield Parish Council committees and advisory groups and to represent Hayfield Parish Council on Outside Bodies as below:
Finance Committee – All councillors.
Climate Group – It was resolved the council will no longer have a Climate Group.
Little Hayfield Advisory Group – Cllr D.Gouldthorpe, M.Liddle and W.Mellor.
Tourism and Commerce Advisory Group – Cllrs D.Toft, L.Bevins, S.Nyland & D.Cantor.
Community Orchard – Cllr D.Gouldthorpe.
Traffic Management & PROW Committee – Cllrs D.Toft, S.Nyland and D.Gouldthorpe.
Hayfield Allotments Society – Cllr S.Clayton and D.Gouldthorpe.
Hayfield Education Charity – It was agreed this Outside Body is no longer required and will be removed from monthly agenda and only included when requested.
Hayfield Community Football & Sports Club – Cllr D.Gouldthorpe, E.Lawson and W.Mellor.
The Village Hall – Cllr L.Bevins.
Communications – Cllr S.Nyland and D.Cantor.
Hayfield Quarry Liaison Group – Cllr D.Gouldthorpe and S.Nyland.

Noted Cllrs D.Cantor was unable to attend the meeting but requested to be included with groups / committees and outside bodies prior to the meeting.

0526/14 Annual review of Council policies etc
It was confirmed the Register of Members’ Interests is accurate and up to date.
It was agreed to have all documents reviewed and readopted if necessary and councillors were assigned to the below documents for reviewing:
Standing Orders – Cllr S.Clayton
Retention & Disposal Policy – Cllr T.Vaughan
Code of Conduct – Cllr S.Clayton.
Risk Assessment – Cllr W.Mellor.
Financial Regulations – Cllr D.Gouldthorpe.
Asset Register – Cllr L.Bevins
Complaints Against the Council Policy – Cllr S.Nyland.
Grievance & Disciplinary Policy – Cllr D.Toft.
Website Accessibility Statement – Clerk & Cllr D.Gouldthorpe.
Privacy Policy – Cllr D.Gouldthorpe.
Subject Access Request – Clerk.
Grants / Donation Policy – Cllr S.Nyland.
Business Continuity Plan – Cllr D.Gouldthorpe & L.Bevins.
Environmental Sustainability Policy – Cllr T.Vaughan.
Sustainable Procurement Action Framework – Clerk & Cllr S.Nyland

0526/15 It was agreed the council will form an Employment Committee with Cllr D.Gouldthorpe, L.Bevins and D.Toft forming the committee and the committees first action will be to review the contracts of the two HPC employees.

0526/16 It was resolved the Financial Committee meetings will change to a 18:45 start time from June 2026.

0526/17 The council discussed the planning on the Annual Parish meeting. It was confirmed the Annual parish Meeting will begin at 19:00 at St Matthews church for refreshments, with the meeting beginning at 19:30. It was also agreed Cllr T.Vaughan will create a poster to advertise the event. Cllr L.Bevins will call all Scarecrow festival winners to invite them to the meeting for an award ceremony. Cllrs S.Clayton and L.Bevins will be in charge of refreshments for the evening. 

0526/18 It was agreed Cllr S.Nyland will apply for the HPBC Community Climate Change grant with an application for swift boxes for the village.

0526/19 It was resolved the draft created by Cllr S.Nyland and D.Cantor will be published to the HPC website and Facebook page.

0526/20  Cllr E.Lawson gave an  update on the May Queen. The parade will leave bus station at 13:30 and finish at the Old School Field, if councillors would like to attend in the parade, please arrive at the bus station before the parade begins. Refreshments will then be serves to all HPC Councillors in the marquee on the Old School Field.
0526/21 Cllr S.Nyland, gave feedback on the event and a report was created to work out where we can improve for next year, including a budget. Discussion was had on how it would be good to create a working group to support in the organisation of the event for the future and discussed the need to think about a theme for 2027 and how to expand the event.
0526/23 It was agreed that the Hayfield Non-Ecclesiastical Charity will close down, and the committee will look in to passing this on to another charity in the area.

0526/24 Group Reports: To receive reports from:
a) Hayfield Climate Advisory Group – It was resolved this group is no longer required.
b) Little Hayfield Advisory Group – Any updates will be included in Agenda item 22, The Clough, little Hayfield.	 
c) Communication Group – The communications Group have been busy creating the draft proposal for the Peak Cluster social media post, the Scarecrow festival, creating a draft proposal for the HPBC Grant funding all discussed above.

0526/25 Reports from outside bodies: To receive reports from:
a) Hayfield Allotments Society – Cllr D.Gouldthorpe attended the annual allotment society inspection, overall, the allotments looked wonderful, with only a few that will receive a letter requesting work to be done to tidy their area up. There is currently three vacant plots and no more on the waiting list.
b) Hayfield Educational Charity
c) Hayfield Football & Community Sports Club – Clerk is in the process of arranging a meeting between councillors and the Hayfield Football & Community Sports Club members.
d) The Village Hall – The Village Hall have been busy putting up all the bunting up for the May Queen and are nearly finished.
e) Quarry Liaison Group – As mentioned during A.Clarke DCC’s report, a meeting will be held soon.
f) Community Orchard Project - Trees have been pruned for the first time in years by Sustainable hayfield and some members of the public have reacted with concern that the pruning has been ‘brutal’, but this was necessary for the trees health, and they look healthier for it already.
g) Tourism & Commerce Advisory Group – Updates have already been covered in earlier agenda items.
h) Traffic Management & PROW Committee – The speed monitoring device is up in the village currently and the group are looking forward to receiving the results to be able to use the data to look through proposals made by members of the public.

0526/26 The May 2026 Finance Report and payments made at the May 2026 Finance Committee were noted.

0526/27 Date of next meeting – It was agreed the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd June 2026.

PART TWO

0526/22 The Clough, Little Hayfield – It was resolved that the recently planted oak saplings will be removed at the end of growing season.

Meeting Ended: 20:30.
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