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Council Offices, Dungeon Brow, Market Street, Hayfield, High Peak, SK22 2EP
Email: clerk@hayfield-pc.gov.uk

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE HAYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Wednesday 5th August 2026 at 7:15pm in The Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs D.Gouldthorpe (In The Chair), S.Nyland, T.Vaughan, D.Cantor, W.Mellor.

Also in Attendance: H.Mason (Clerk), G.Scott (HPBC), 2 x Member of Public

0826/01 To receive apologies for absence: Cllrs L.Bevins, E.Lawson, S.Clayton and D.Toft.

0826/02 Variations of order of business: Nil.

0826/03 Declaration of members' interests: Nil.

0826/04 To receive and, if appropriate, approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: Nil.

0826/05 To determine which Agenda items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded: It was resolved that Agenda Items 17 To Review Employee Sick Pay Entitlement and 21 To Review Further Maintenance Assistant Cover will be taken with the public excluded.

0826/06 
A. 
A.Clarke DCC gave her apologies and her report was read – You will be aware of the outcome of local government reform with the two unitary councils one North, one South being formed with amber valley being split across the two new unitary councils. I have attended a number of meetings which indicate that HPBC councillors will extend their current term by one year but at the time of writing DCC had not as yet received the implementation letter outlining the further details including number of unitary councillors per district
          At full council on 15th of July a motion was put forward and accepted regarding 20mph speed limits. There hasn't been a single 20mph zone created in the last 10 years and this may now help some proceed. I would very much like to work with the Parish Council and their traffic group to see what could perhaps be possible within our area.
      It was a pleasure to join the Clerk and Councillors on the village walk round which led to a number of actions for each of us to follow up afterwards. I must say that the village planters and hanging baskets were looking wonderful, which is no mean feat in the heat wave we have been experiencing so thank you to the parish council and Chris in particular for organising and looking after these very attractive floral displays.
      You may have noticed engineers working at the Pegasus crossing on the main Rd. The main post housing the electrical components for the crossing had shown significant corrosion on inspection and required immediate attention to mitigate the risk of structural failure and any potential danger to the public. There is a full refurbishment planned for this set of lights later this financial year but this work was deemed essential and could not wait.
     DCC also proposing to replace the electronic height vehicle warning sign this financial year. Feedback received regarding its current position have stated that HGVs turning right can obstruct the sign from the view of other approaching drivers, also several lorry drivers have advised that the sign itself can create a blind spot for oncoming traffic due to the elevated driving position. To address these concerns highways are intending o relocate the sign to the adjacent grass verge.
     Update on local casework includes that the feeder pillar at the St. John's zebra crossing has been repaired. The electronic real-time information boards are now back up working and the retaining wall on new mills Rd it has been repaired.
     I have been given a date for the proposed resurfacing of Slack Lane, Little  Hayfield this is planned to commence 18th of January but this is subject to change as weather conditions can alter the timetable dramatically. It is a complete resurfacing rather than surface dressing and will be from the main road up to Primrose Cottages.

G.Scott HPBC gave her report - The past month has seen some big changes nationally and regionally so there is plenty to keep us on our toes! The government has agreed the proposal from the Boroughs and Districts for Local Government Reorganisation for Derbyshire. There will be two unitary authorities in Derbyshire: North and South Derbyshire. The High Peak will be in North Derbyshire along with Derbyshire Dales, Chesterfield, NE Derbyshire, Bolsover and Amber Valley North.  In May 2027 there will be shadow elections for the new authorities. High Peak Borough Council will continue until April 2028 when the new North Derbyshire Unitary Authority will take over. 
     At local level the new Simpler Recycling system of waste collection is starting. Some Hayfield residents have already received their food waste kitchen caddies and food waste bins. Residents are being asked to register if they wish to continue to use the Green lidded bins. In recognition of the fact that many residents have questions about this new system, High Peak Borough Council and AES (our waste management company) are holding a pop up event at St John's Church on Tuesday 11th August so residents can drop in and ask questions or get help registering for the garden waste collection.  We are running this event with St John's Eco Church and Sustainable Hayfield. Thank you to Cllr Gouldthorpe and our clerk Hannah for agreeing to advertise and support this event. I hope to see some of you there! 
     The walk around the village with Hannah, Cllrs Bevins and Clayton, with DCC councillor Anne Clarke was very informative and interesting. One of the issues that came up was street cleaning, which is the responsibility of HPBC. I am working with AES to get more information on the rota for this, and looking for ways that residents can be informed when it is happening so parked cars can be removed. 
     I am delighted to see that the final tiles have been installed for the Hayfield Underpass Mural - generously paid for by the Parish Council.  The final edits of a film about the project are being completed, and Sue McCall, the artist, is hoping it will be shown soon. The Mural has definitely reduced littering in the Underpass, and I have had no incidents of graffiti to report.
     Councillors may be aware that Hayfield Primary School no longer has a School Crossing Patrol as the previous officer has retired and not been replaced. I have met with the Headteacher, Mr Papadopoulos, to discuss this, and Cllr Anne Clarke is working with Derbyshire County Council to see what support they can give.  They have said that the crossing at Hayfield Primary School is "low risk" and do not want to fund a new School Patrol Officer. We are also looking into the possibility of a zebra crossing as there is government funding for crossings outside schools. Again, a crossing outside Hayfield Primary School may not be possible. Anne and I will continue to work with Mr Papadopoulos and the Safer Neighbourhood Team to see what measures can be taken to make the walk to school safer. 
     Our work with Claire Ward, the Mayor of the East Midlands, to improve the 61 bus service is continuing. We had a response from Mayor Claire to a question put to the EMCCA Board about funding a pilot to try an extended service. She said: "I have been seriously impressed with the campaign to extend the 61 bus service and appreciate the time and care that has been put in to make the case to us". She goes on to say that passenger numbers are going up but our request for funding is being balanced with other requests across the region. The Active and Sustainable Travel Group of Sustainable Hayfield continues to campaign to keep Route 61 at the forefront of the Mayor's thinking. 
     I am appalled and shocked by the graffiti appearing on posters displayed around the village recently. This kind of thing won’t do the village any favours and I hope we can keep an eye on this and the Parish Council will help to scold this behaviour especially after we have all been working hard to see what maintenance and work needs to be done to keep the village looking clean and tidy.

B. A member of Sustainable Hayfield spoke to the council to tell them that the group have organised a second Emergency Peoples Meeting. Their first scheduled meeting saw 70 people attend with everyone leaving feeling positive after the meeting. A few people asked for the group to hold another meeting for people to attend who were unable to attend the first meeting. A second meeting has been scheduled for Friday  7th August at 7:30pm at St Matthews Church, the event is free and all are welcome.

A member of the public spoke to the council and wanted to bring to attention the state of the small round about at the bus station, stating the roundabout is looking very untidy and overgrown with weeds, which is starting to cover the train displayed on the round a bout. Several footpaths off Highgate Road are extremely over grown and virtually impossible to access, they are supposed to be cut by HPBC once a year, but they have not been done all year and surely require more maintenance than one cut a year.

C. Nil.

0826/07 Minutes of previous meetings
a. The minutes of the Council Meeting of Wednesday 1st July 2026 were approved.
b. The minutes of the Finance Committee of Wednesday 1st July 2026 were noted.

0826/08 Chair’s announcements: Last week attended the High Peak Borough Council – Parish Forum. Three topics were the focus of the discussions: “Simpler Recycling” where the timetable for the roll out of the food waste collection process was presented.  The new cadies are being distributed over the coming weeks and direct communications are takin place with every household. Additional staff have been recruited to operate the system and the six new vehicles are due to be delivered in the next two weeks. Additional staff have also been recruited to increase Customer Services capability to support the introduction of the subscription service for Green Bin collection. There was considerable discussion around the termination of the Care Link service. Improved communications were requested to ensure the vulnerable users are reassured of a continuation of service with any future provider.

Finally Local Government reorganisation. As already notified within the media – High Peak will be in the North Derbyshire Unitary Authority. There will be 83 Councillors. The new authority will be formed next May with the councillors voted in for an initial 5-year term.  This will revert the 4-year term in subsequent elections. To minimise election costs for the new authority Parish and Town Council elections will be synchronised with that of the Unitary Authority. So next May the Parish Councillors will be elected for a 5-year term.
     Antisocial behaviour - The Royal car park appears to be the focus of a number of activities relating to the repair of vehicles and storage of vehicles that cannot be driven on the road (SORN). It was reported to us that a battery charger had been plugged into the electricity supply at the cenotaph and left unattended. The battery and charger were removed. This subsequently resulted in a confrontation at the Council Office. A doorbell camera has been fitted to the office door to give the Clerk additional security and also record any such incidents in the future. A chain and lock have been fitted to the electricity box to prevent further access.  

0826/09 Clerk’s report: The current rubbish bin on Lea Road park is rusting and disintegrating so a new replacement has been purchased. A singular bin has been purchased as when reviewing the area and footfall the area is not often used and the current singular bin is sufficient for the amount of rubbish disposed of and when comparing the cost difference to a singular bin compared to the dual recycling bins located in valley Road park, these bins cost £425.06 more, so after speaking with the Chair, we agreed it was not justifiable to spend so much more on a dual bin for an area with low footfall.
     It was a pleasure to walk around the village this month with Anne Clarke (DCC), Gill Scott (HPBC), HPC Cllrs L.Bevins and S.Clayton to look over maintenance works required and areas that need a tidy up. It was wonderful to work collaboratively with all levels of local government. The walk has provided us with a list of works required. 

0826/10 Planning –
a) HPK/2026/0280 7 Church Street, Hayfield – It was resolved the council cannot make comment of the application as it is not an accurate representation of works.
b) HPK/2026/0285 Bridge End, Market Street, Hayfield – It was resolved the council support this application.

0826/11 Review the Councils Complaints Procedure – It was resolved the council approve the updates made to this document.

0826/12 Review the Councils Information Retention & Disposal Policy – It was resolved the council approve the updates made to this document with the addition of a paragraph to include information regarding the new camera door bell on the Parish Council office door, this addition will be drafted by the Clerk and brought to council for approval.

0826/13 Review the Councils Website Accesibility Statement – It was resolved the council approve the updates made to this document.

0826/14 Review the Councils Subject Access Request Policy – It was resolved the council approve the updates made to this document.

0826/15 To Review Playground equipment at Valley Road Recreational Ground – It was resolved that the Clerk will contact other local Parish Councils to enquire who they use to complete their playground inspections annually. It was also resolved the Clerk will contact the Playground Inspector who conducted our 2025 inspection and query several pieces of equipment that were not brought to the attention of the council that have recently require works / removal.

0826/16 Review the Mainteance Work List – It was resolved the Clerk will contact Whaley Bridge Parish Council Clerk to enquire about how they run their volunteer group and ask for advice on setting up something similar for Hayfield.

0826/18 To Review the Sec 137 Grant Application from HAS for the Summer Show – It was resolved the council approve the Application and agree to award the requested £120.00.

0826/19 Council To Discuss Signage being erected on Parish land – It was resolved the council require all organisations / businesses etc to contact the Clerk at least two months in advane to request to erection of signs and detail when the sign will be erected and removed on Parish cultivated and owned land. All unauthrosied signs will be removed.

0826/20 To Confirm the Dates for the Bonfire Night and Christmas Light Switch On for 2026 – It was resolved that hayfield Parish Councils Bonfire Night would be held on Friday 6th November 2026 and the Christmas Light witch On will be held on Friday 4th December 2026.

0826/22 Group Reports: To receive reports from:
Little Hayfield Advisory Group – Tuesday 14th July was the last LHAG meeting, during which some members expressed their disappointment in the council’s decision to move Oak Saplings which had been planted, Cllr D.Gouldthorpe did explain that this was a full council decision and the saplings will only be moved when safe and healthy for the saplings to do so.
Communications Group – Nil.

0826/23 Reports from outside bodies: To receive reports from:
Hayfield Allotments Society – The annual inspections have been done and HAS Secretary will contact the Clerk to tell her who has won the best allotment of the year.
Hayfield Football & Community Sports Club – During the AGM these roles have now been filled – Treasure: Richard Morgan and Director of Football: Jonny Beesley
The Village Hall – Nil.
Quarry Liaison Group – Clerk has emailed O’Shea brothers to schedule a meeting. 
Community Orchard Project – A plum tree in Valley Road has been removed due to no longer being viable and the apples have already started to be harvested.
Tourism & Commerce Advisory Group – Nil.
Traffic Management & PROW Committee – No meeting has been scheduling. Clerk to chase further Speed Monitoring Device erection within the village.

0826/24 The July 2026 Finance Report and payments made at the July 2026 Finance Committee were noted.

0826/25 Date of next meeting – It was agreed the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd September.

PART TWO

0826/17 To Review Employee Sick Pay Entitlement – It was resolved the council would implement the NJC Green Book policy on a 12-month-rolling sick leave entitlement.

0826/21 To Review Further Maintenance Assistant Cover – It was resolved the council will put out to tender to hire someone for £15.00 per hour for 20 hours per week for 4 weeks to cover Maintenance works within the Parish, with agreement the four weeks may be extended if agreed upon. The Clerk is to advertise the role and short list applicants to 3 for interview and the role will be age restricted to above 18 and older due to the nature of the role and sole working conditions.

END OF MEETING: 21:13
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