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Council Offices, Dungeon Brow, Market Street, Hayfield, High Peak, SK22 2EP
Email: clerk@hayfield-pc.gov.uk

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE HAYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 at 7:15pm in The Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs D.Gouldthorpe (In The Chair), S.Nyland, T.Vaughan, D.Cantor, L.Bevins, S.Clayton and E.Lawson.

Also in Attendance: H.Mason (Clerk), A.Clarke (DCC), G.Scott (HPBC), 1 x Member of Public.

0926/01 To receive apologies for absence: Cllrs W.Mellor and D.Toft.

0926/02 Variations of order of business: Nil.

0926/03 Declaration of members' interests: Nil.

0926/04 To receive and, if appropriate, approve requests for dispensations from members on matters in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest: Nil.

0926/05 To determine which Agenda items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded: Nil.

0926/06 
A. 
A.Clarke DCC gave her report –  I was disappointed that DCC will not fund a school crossing patrol after the retirement of our current operator. I have requested the scoring on this decision and spoken to the Patrol Manager who undertook the survey. It appears that the Hayfield Primary School score is far short of the numbers required by DCC to cover costs and that they will only offer to recruit and train an operator, if school can provide its own funding. I have made enquiries to the Road Safety Team as to whether a Pedestrian Crossing can be installed but was told path width and distance from junctions does not make this a viable option at this crossing.
     I have been in dialogue with the DCC Flood and drainage team regarding the foul smelling drain on Swallow House Road which has now been cleansed and had an outlet check. I also asked them to look again into the persistent leak near number 8 Wood Lane. DCC have historic maps showing the trackside drainage and these will be checked to see if they show any potential cause that can be easily rectified.
     As Vice Chair of the Arden Quarry Liaison Group I have distributed the notes from the last meeting and as the Environment Agency has confirmed that no date for a hearing has yet been set, it has been decided to leave scheduling a follow up meeting until October, to see if there is any further information at that stage.
     You will be aware that Countryside Services have given permission for the milk vending machine to be installed at the Old Ranger Station Building. I had requested wider consultation, should this venture still be going ahead after the community groups decision to withdraw from further bids to take on the building. However, DCC has deemed that no further consultation was necessary.
     On speaking to Countryside Services recently about this and a variety of other matters, they have indicated verbally that they are in agreement for HPC to install a community notice board to neaten up the posters near the bus timetable.
     Finally, as you know Cllr Gill Scott, Sustainable Hayfield Travel Group and myself have all been campaigning to further extend and improve the 61 bus timetable. We have received an indication from a credible source that there may be some positive news released regarding this soon but we have not been given the hoped for definite timetable details at the time of writing.

G.Scott HPBC gave her report - High Peak Borough Council have had to make the very difficult decision to end the enabled care service, Carelink, because of safeguarding issues.  The Council has been mindful of the concern this has caused customers and the priority has been to contact customers and support them to find alternative providers.  They are currently researching companies that offer a falls and emergency care response service and will be relaying this information to customers.  All customers, or their nominated carer, have had letters and are receiving two phone calls.  So far, 85% of customers have been contacted. If any residents have concerns or queries, they can ring the Customer Services desk at the Council, or ring Carelink. I will update the Parish  Council when more information is available. 
     The Council will be introducing the new Simpler Recycling system on the 14th of September.  Most Hayfield households have received their kitchen caddies and food waste bins. Some residents have been subscribing to the garden waste collection. We held a successful Simpler Recycling Pop Up in collaboration with Sustainable Hayfield and St John's Eco Church where residents were able to come and speak to members of Alliance Environmental Services, who manage the Borough's waste collection services.
     High Peak Borough Councillor, in partnership with Visit Peak District Derbyshire, are running their second Walking Festival from 18th - 27th September, following the success of last year's initiative. It is great to see that Hayfield Walkers are Welcome are running two walks, including an accessible walk, assessed by High Peak Access, following some of the Steel to Cotton Trail. Look out for information on posters in the local area and on social media! 
     I have met with PCSO Amanda Bardsley to discuss the acts of vandalism that have occurred recently, particularly around the bus station and off the Sett Valley Trail. I also mentioned the graffiti that had been written on a couple of posters belonging to one of our community groups. PCSO Bardsley has asked that incidents like this be reported, and where appropriate, they will be issued with a crime number.  Information like this assists the police in identifying any patterns that may be developing.
     Alliance Environmental Services have responded to requests to keep our public rights of way clear and accessible. The Underpass has been cleaned; excessive foliage has been cut back in Shudehill Close and the uneven footpath through from Shudehill Close to North Road has been repaired. 
     It has been heartening to see so many young people using the buses over the summer holidays and taking advantage of Mayor Claire Ward's initiative to allow children and young people aged 5-19 to travel free. We are delighted that the Prime Minister is reintroducing the £2 fare cap from next January. It is great to see that more people are using the buses - including Parish Councillors!


B. A member of the public spoke on the footpaths around her house have still yet to be cleared by DCC, even though they were told they would be done before the end of July.

C. Nil.

0926/07 Minutes of previous meetings
a. The minutes of the Council Meeting of Wednesday 5th August 2026 were approved.
b. The minutes of the Finance Committee of Wednesday 5th August 2026 were noted.

0926/08 Chair’s announcements: August has been a quiet month with the long dry weather giving way to some welcome rain. The rain has assisted the teams fighting the moorland fires and some, after burning for weeks have finally been extinguished. Sadly, with all the posted warning signs and the extensive publicity around the risk posed by fires some wild campers are still setting fires and using gas cooking stoves. Last week DFRS attended a camp fire by the reservoir. The only way to drive the message home is to monitor the campers and prosecute any offenders.
     We appear to have two groups of parishioners: Those who want the village to look and feel good and those who do not care and do not want the village to look tidy. This second group includes all the people who leave their wheely bins in public places, often obstructing footpaths. I have observed ginnels in inner cities that look better than central Hayfield. Gill Scott and the relevant HPBC officers have previously attempted to solve the problem, but the solution was not lang lasting. I would suggest we name and shame the offenders, but I do not believe they care about our village.
     Finally, we have people who live in the village who are not happy with the diversity of our residents and local activities. Recent Social Media Posts have exposed an undercurrent of prejudice. To me this is unacceptable, we are all equal and should be free to live our lives in our great village.

0926/09 Clerk’s report: I have emailed councillors asking for dates for when they would be available to meet with Robert Greatorex from DCC to discuss the footpath grant support – this was originally scheduled but Robert could no longer attend and needs to reschedule. Can Councillors please email me their apologies or availability for a meeting. I have also emailed all councillors a link from HPBC received for Pavement Licenses, I emailed this a while ago and then re-sent it start of this week if Councillor can check their emails.
     The four-week cover role for maintenance work has been filled. Darren has joined our team for 4 weeks. He will officially be starting next week, we have looked through the works required and I think Darren will be a wonderful addition to the team for these 4 weeks.
     The road closure has been applied for, for the Christmas Light Switch On and Thornsett band have been scheduled for HPC and Little Hayfield Switch Ons.
     I will be out of the office next Thursday as there is a HR Seminar in Manchester that DALC that shared with Clerks of Parish Councils, I will be attending this seminar which covers recruitment, performance management, sickness absence, restructuring and wages and The Green Book Model. 
     The 2026 winning piece of art from the Pro Loco Art Competition is at the office.

0926/10 Planning: Nil.



0926/11 Review the Sustainability Procurement Policy – It was resolved the policy would be approved with the amendment of Section 5 Procurement Thresholds and Responsibilities will be amended that the Clerk must ask supplies to provide an Environmental Policy or specific sustainability initiatives for consideration on purchases of £3,000.
0926/12 To Review the additional paragraph for the Information Retention Policy – It was resolved to approve the additional paragraph for the Infortmation Retention Policy.

0926/13 To Discuss an engagement plan for Peak District National Park & United Utilities – It was resolved the Clerk will email Castleton Parish Council and other surrounding Parish Councils to discuss how they are engaging with both companies. It was also resolved the Clerk will email both companies to invited them to speak at the November Full Council Meeting and Annual Parish meeting.

0926/14 Scarecrow Festival 2027 – Cllr S.Nyland spoke on the plans for the event next year. An action plan has been created and this will be shared with all councilors and the event will be on the Agenda again in October for further planning.

0926/15 Apple Day – Apple day will be held on Saturday 10th October. The council agreed they would like to request another table at the event.

0926/16 To Review if Fireworks will be purchased for the Christmas Light Switch-On – It was resolved the Council will purchase fireworks to use during the 2026 Christmas Light Switch-On.

0926/17 To Review the PCC’s Request for Hayfield Parish Council to support their Repair of the St Matthews Church Clock – It was resolved the Council will pay the total cost of £1,100.00 for the repair of St Matthews Church clock, with agreement that a Section 137 application is completed. It will be on the October Agenda to review budget lines to align with this cost.

0926/18 To Review Christmas Tree and Lights – It was resolved the Christmas Tree needs to be pruned before the Christmas light switch On and it was resolved the Clerk and Cllr L.Bevins will review potential avenues to have the work done.

0926/19 Group Reports: To receive reports from:
Little Hayfield Advisory Group – Nil.
Communications Group – Nil.

0926/20 Reports from outside bodies: To receive reports from:
Hayfield Allotments Society – Two half plots have now been taken over; the plots were vacant for a long time and require a lot of work to clear them up and get them back to a good starting position. The security of HAS has requested if the council would allow for the rent for this year to be waivered for these plots due to the state of the plots when they were taken over, the council agreed to this.
Hayfield Football & Community Sports Club – Nil.
The Village Hall – Nil.
Quarry Liaison Group – Clerk still liaising to schedule an October meeting.
Community Orchard Project – Harvesting time is upon us and some apples will be picked and juiced prior to Apple Day.
Tourism & Commerce Advisory Group – Group members requested the Clerk email to Chair of the Committee to request a meeting be scheduled.
Traffic Management & PROW Committee – Plans are in motion for another Traffic Speed Monitoring Device to be erected on church Street. 

0926/21 The August 2026 Finance Report and payments made at the July 2026 Finance Committee were noted.

0926/22 Date of next meeting – It was agreed the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th October 2026.

END OF MEETING: 20:20.
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